
 

  Sydney to London Olympic Special 

 

 

 
      

     81 days, three continents, 17 countries, seven Olympic cities, countless highs   
     May 6-July 25, 2012  

     10% Discount on all bookings before Christmas 2011 - £4,799 (£5,299 for Comfort Option) 

 

Highlights 
ω  Sydney (2000 Olympics host city)  ω  ¢Ǌŀƴǎ-Siberian Railway from Beijing to 
ω  Melbourne (1956 Olympics host city)      Moscow with stops at  Ulan Bator, 
ω  Great Ocean Road, Adelaide,        Terelj National Park (Mongolia), Irkutsk  
    Ayers Rock/Uluru, Kakadu National Park,      and Lake Baikal (Siberia) 
    Darwin (Australia)    ω  aƻǎŎƻǿ όмфул hƭȅƳǇƛŎǎ Ƙƻǎǘ Ŏƛǘȅύ 
ω  Bali, Mt Bromo, Java (Indonesia)  ω  bƻǾƎƻǊƻŘΣ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊǎōǳǊƎ όwǳǎǎƛŀύ 
ω  Singapore     ω  ¢ŀƭƭƛƴƴ ό9ǎǘƻƴƛŀύ, Riga (Latvia), Vilnius (Lithuania)  
ω  Melaka, Kuala Lumpur, Penang (Malaysia)     Vilnius (Lithuania), Warsaw (Poland)  
ω  Koh Samui, Bangkok (Thailand)   ω  Berlin (1936 Olympics host city) 
ω  Beijing (2008 Olympics host city)  ω  Amsterdam (1928 Olympics host city) 
ω  ·ƛΩan, Terracotta Warriors, Pingyao,   ω  [ƻƴŘƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмн hƭȅƳǇƛŎǎ 
    Great Wall of China (China)                               ...And so, so much more on the way! 

 

   ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ      ²ƘŀǘΩǎ not included 
   ω  !ƭƭ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ (hostels, hotels, Outback camping)  ω  Flights to/from Sydney/London 

   ω  !ƭƭ overland transport      ω  {ƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ōŀƎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀǘ ŦƻǊ ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎ 

   ω  !ƭƭ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘǎ       ω  tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 

   ω  hŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŜŀƭǎ      ω  ±ƛǎŀǎ 

   ω  ¢ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ       ω  LǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ 

   ω  [ƻŎŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ       ω  hǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴǎ  

   ω  {ƻƳŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ŦŜŜǎ      ω  wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƳŜŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ 

 

   Flights 
    The cost of any flights necessary in an OzBus Tours overland adventure is NOT included in the trip price. They  

    are payable en route ς giving you access to the best deals available and allowing you to further spread  

    payments. We have provided an estimated cost of £440 for the flights on this trip.  

Below is our latest provisional itinerary, designed to give you a rough idea of the route we will be taking from Sydney 
to London. Due to political and environmental uncertainty, the route can be subject to change - but we will get there 
to complete the adventure of a lifetime ahead of the greatest show on earth! 
 
DƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ hƭȅƳǇƛŎǎ ƻōǎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƻǊ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ Ŧŀƴ ς ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ as 
ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŜǇƛŎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅǎΦ 



Days 1-13 ς Australia 
This epic adventure gets underway in Sydney. With its stunning 
harbour, Opera House, Harbour Bridge and Bondi Beach, Sydney is 
one of the world's greatest cities.  
 
It was also the host of the 2000 Olympic Games ς declared by then 
IOC president Juan Antonio Samaranch as ΩǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ hƭȅƳǇƛŎ DŀƳŜǎ 
ŜǾŜǊΩ.  You can tour the Olympic Stadium, rechristened ANZ 
Stadium, where the likes of Maurice Greene, Jonathan Edwards 
and home heroine Cathy Freeman grabbed gold. And English 
ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƭƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǿƘŜƴ Wƻƴƴȅ ²ƛƭƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŘǊƻǇ-
goal won the Rugby World Cup in 2003.  

Alternatively, you may be able to tour the Aquatic Centre and even 
ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǿƛƳ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦŀǎǘŜǎǘ ǇƻƻƭΣ 
where Ian Thorpe claimed three golds with world records. 

But there is much more to explore in Sydney than the Olympic Park 
ς whatever you choose to do, it is a remarkable place to start this 
journey across the world. 

First stop on leaving Sydney is Melbourne, capital of the state of Victoria and a 
ǘƘǊƛǾƛƴƎ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŀȅǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŎƛǘȅΩΦ 
Home to one of the four tennis grand slams, a Formula One grand prix, the 
Melbourne Cup ς the horse race which causes Australia to stop ς as well as the 
renowned Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG), in 1956 it became the first 
southern hemisphere host of the Olympic Games. 

The Olympic Stadium is still there, although it is being replaced by a brand new 
athletics stadium, and lies alongside the Yarra River at the heart 
of aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
MCG, Rod Laver Arena, the Arts Centre, Government House and 
Botanical Gardens. 

Heading away from Melbourne, we head to the town of 
Waarnambol before hugging the coast on the spectacular Great 
Ocean Road ς ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǘƻǇ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ 

Next up is our last big city stop for more than a week as spend 
the night in the attractive South Australian capital Adelaide.  
With stunning beaches and the world famous Barossa Valley 
wine-making region nearby, we enjoy a glass or two and refresh 
ourselves before we head out on our ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ wŜŘ 
Centre. 

Crossing the magnificent Flinders Range, an area steeped in 
aboriginal dreamtime, we move into the vast, forbidding 
Outback, but before we leave South Australia, we arrive at one of 
the state's (and probably the countrȅΩǎύ most unusual places, 
Coober Pedy. 

This small opal mining town is known for its unique style of 
underground living, where residents escape the hot outback sun 
in underground cave houses! 

IŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΣ ǿŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƻƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 
centre via a detour which gets us up close to the truly awesome 
Uluru (Ayers Rock) and the Olgas. We have time to explore this 
unforgettable area and the jaw-dropping Kings Canyon before 
reaching a town called Alice - Alice Springs.  



Via a slight detour to visit the geological wonders that are the Devils Marbles, 
we head north along the Stuart Highway. At night we camp under clear starry 
skies, by day we enjoy endless sun-baked horizons. 

Along the way we stop off at the small town of Daly Waters ς population eight 
ς and its famous pub before heading to the 180,000 hectare Katherine Gorge 
National Park with 13 interwoven river gorges that can be explored by boat or 
on foot. But remember, this is crocodile country! 

Before we reach Darwin, our final stop is the Kakadu National Park, known for 
its aboriginal rock art and incredible wildlife which includes the huge saltwater 
crocodile. It also provides our last taste of camping. 

We end the Australian leg of our journey in the capital of the Northern 
Territory, Darwin ς our first city for more than week and our final taste 
of western culture for considerably longer. 

Days 14-24 - Indonesia 
After a short flight from Darwin, we begin life in Asia with a few days of 
tropical tranquility in Bali. With exquisite arts, stunning landscape, 
beautiful beaches and thousands of temples, the island is a living 
cultural museum. 

Kuta is the island's party town, with an array of pubs, clubs and 
restaurants catering to the pleasure seeker. Further north, the arty 
town of Ubud - surrounded by lush rolling paddy fields - offers welcome 
respite from Kuta's excesses. 

From the small holiday island of Bali, we cross to the much larger Java ς 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭƻǳǎ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ which offers us a diverse experience, 
from ancient temples and bubbling mud pools to volcanoes and paddy 
fields. Amid the 136m people who call Java home, there is plenty of 
chance to escape the crowds, starting with the impressive volcano Mt 
Bromo, which is well worth a sunrise climb. 

In central Java we visit the world famous Borobudur temple, a Buddhist 
monument built around 788AD which was discovered in 1814 buried in 
volcanic silt. Now restored, it holds world heritage status. 

After stops in Yogyarkata and Pangandaran, we end our crossing of Java 
and bid farewell to Indonesia in the sprawling metropolis of the capital 
Jakarta.  

Days 25-38 - Singapore, Malaysia & Thailand 
Leaving Indonesia via another short flight, we reach the island republic 
of Singapore. Rated as having the best quality of life in Asia, it combines 
history and shades of empire with an increasingly thriving modern city. 

After a couple of days exploring Singapore, we head north into the 
vibrant, ethnically complex nation of Malaysia. After visiting the historic 
port of Melaka, we head up to the futuristic city of Kuala Lumpur. From 
colonial mansions and the bustle of Chinatown to the modern 
magnificence of the Petronas Towers, KL is one of the liveliest, most 
vibrant cities in Southeast Asia. 

From the cooler climates of the Cameron highlands, we head through 
tropical rain forest and visit the island of Penang, the first British 
settlement in Malaysia, and the pass stunning coastal scenery, traversing 
the west coast as we head into Thailand. 



There is chance to get in some serious relaxing in beach huts on the 
island of Koh Samui and, if we can time it correctly, take in a full 
moon beach party! 

Continuing north, we follow the coastal road around the Gulf of 
Thailand - a simply stunning part of the country with palm-fringed 
beaches and crystal clear lagoons.  

There is a distinct change of pace as we end our journey through 
Thailand with a few days in the capital, Bangkok - a sprawling 
metropolis often referred to as Sin City! Hot, crowded and polluted it 
may be, but it is not to be missed. 

Away from the sights and sounds of the city, you can take excursions 
to Khao Yai National Park, the bridge over the River Kwai, the famous 
floating markets - where the locals conduct their daily business afloat 
- or get up close to the furry inhabitants that give The Tiger Temple 
its name. 
 

Days 38-47 - China 
Having followed the southern half of the OzBus London to Sydney 
route, the final flight of the journey links us up with the first half of 
the OzBus London to New York itinerary and a spectacular loop 
around China. 

Our travels through this fascinating country begin with a couple of 
days in its capital and largest city Beijing ς home to the 2008 
Olympic Games.  

We will get the chance to wander around the iconic Birds Nest 
Stadium, where Usain Bolt thrilled the world with his record-
breaking performances, and the Water Cube, which saw Michael 
Phelps secure his amazing haul of eight gold medals. 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎ ς and the impact and legacy can be 
spotted all over this bustling city ς ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳƛng 
history and culture to discover.   

We will visit Tiananmen Square and the Forbidden City, plus have 
plenty of time to explore the sights, tastes, colours, sounds and 
smells of this remarkable city.  

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ the chance to shop in Beijing's side streets and markets 
- an experience to be savoured. 

From Beijing, we hop on the overnight sleeper train south to Xi'an - 
a former Chinese capital and the third largest city in the country.  

This intriguing city has plenty of attractions in its own right - ride a 
bike or walk around the ancient city walls and savour the historic Big 
Wild Goose Pagoda - but its most famous sight lies a coach ride away: the 
renowned Terracotta Warriors. 

From the bustling, modern cities of Beijing and Xi'an, we turn north again 
to the walled, ancient town of Pingyao.  

From there we head to Datong, stopping at the Hanging Temple and 
Yungang Grottos en route, before returning to Beijing for a couple of days, 
via a trip to the Great Wall at Badaling and the Ming Tombs. 


